SWALCO Biennial
Report 2011 & 2012
Solid Waste Agency of Lake County, IL

Agency Members: Antioch • Bannockburn • Beach Park • Deer Park • Deerfield • Fox Lake • Grayslake •
Great Lakes NTC • Green Oaks • Gurnee • Hainesville • Hawthorn Woods • Highland Park • Highwood •
Island Lake • Kildeer • Lake Barrington • Lake Bluff • Lake County • Lake Forest • Lake Villa • Lake Zurich •
Libertyville • Lincolnshire • Lindenhurst • Long Grove • Mundelein • North Barrington • North Chicago • Park City •
Port Barrington • Riverwoods • Round Lake • Round Lake Beach • Round Lake Heights • Round Lake Park •
Third Lake • Tower Lakes • Vernon Hills • Wadsworth • Wauconda • Waukegan • Winthrop Harbor • Zion

Core Programs and Services
Clothing and Textile Recycling
 Composting Resources and Education
 Compost Bin/Rain Barrel Sales
 Community Events and Programs
 E-Lists, including E-List for Educators
and those who work with Youth
 Electronics Recycling Collections
 “Going Green” and Sustainable Living Resources
 Household Chemical Waste Facility and Collections
 Environmental Legislation
 Member and Community Support and Resources,
including Recycling Programs, Hauling Contracts and
additional services
 Online A-Z Recycling Guide: &
Community Recycling Guidelines
 Public Information and Outreach
 The 4Rs: Reducing, Reusing, Recycling &
Buying Recycled
 School Education Programs and Assistance
 Reuse-A-Shoe: Shoe Recycling and Reuse Program
 Sustainability and More


Agency History
In 1989, Lake County became
the first county in Illinois to
adopt a solid waste
management plan in
compliance with the Illinois
Solid Waste Planning and
Recycling Act. The Solid
Waste Agency of Lake County
(SWALCO) was formed in
1991 to implement the Lake
County Solid Waste
Management Plan, which is
updated every five years. The
Agency currently represents
approximately 85%-90% of
the county's population.
Since the Agency was formed,

42 municipalities, Great Lakes
Naval Training Center and
Lake County have joined to
participate in forming and
maintaining the county solid
waste management system.
Agency staff provide
members with assistance and
advice on solid waste
management issues and
educate the public on a
number of environmental
topics including recycling,
waste reduction,
sustainability and resource
recovery. Each member
community designates a

director and alternate(s) to
serve on the SWALCO Board of
Directors.
During the 2011 and 2012 years
Trustee Larry Mount of Round
Lake Beach served as the
Chairman of the SWALCO Board
and Mayor Glenn Ryback of
Wadsworth served as ViceChair. Kent Street, Village
Manager of Deerfield, served as
the Chairman of SWALCO’s
Executive Committee.

Mission






Prepare and implement the Lake County Solid Waste Management Plan.
Facilitate an efficient, reliable and environmentally sound waste disposal system.
Advise and assist members regarding solid waste management and sustainability
issues.
Educate the public.
Promote the 4 Rs. Identify, evaluate and disseminate information regarding
techniques to reduce, reuse and recycle the amount of solid waste generated and
provide information on the importance of these and buying recycled.
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2011 and 2012 Agency Highlights & Overview
A Word from the Director…
Two of the more important
Agency efforts in 2011/2012 were:
1) the development and approval of
the 60% Recycling Task Force Report,
and 2) the Curbside Value Partnership (CVP)/SWALCO education and
communications program which
resulted in SWALCO’s
“Recycle First, Trash Last” (RFTL)
campaign.
On December 15, 2011 the SWALCO
Board of Directors approved the
60% Recycling Task Force Report
which took approximately 18
months to complete with the
assistance of a 27 member task
force. Ultimately, the task force
developed 36 recommendations and
set a goal of reducing the amount of
waste disposed from 4.8 pounds per
person per day to 3.48 pounds per
day by 2020. The Report was
reviewed and voted on by all the
individual members of SWALCO
during the early part of 2012, and in
turn the members have been
actively implementing many of the
Report’s recommendations.

developed, along with merchandise
(t-shirts, stickers, magnets, banners)
that was provided to SWALCO
members to utilize at community
events, etc. SWALCO budgeted
$80,000 for the advertising,
merchandise and events, and
received an additional $10,000 in
funding from haulers operating in
Lake County.

SWALCO members took seriously
the recommendations in the 60%
Recycling Task Force Report,
primarily through upgrades to their
local municipal waste and recycling
hauling contracts. Numerous towns,
including Kildeer, Grayslake, Port
Barrington, Lincolnshire,
Hainesville and Round Lake Beach
added provisions that allow their
residents to upgrade to a large, 95
gallon recycling cart at no cost. Also
for the first time Riverwoods
implemented a residential hauling
franchise that a saved its residents
money and expanded recycling
opportunities. On the commercial
side, both Grayslake and Deerfield
approved the issuance of request
for proposals for commercial
In 2012, SWALCO was selected by
CVP to be one of its two nationwide franchises in their towns.
programs for increasing curbside
recycling levels through a targeted 2011/2012 also saw significant
marketing and communications
growth in food scrap collection
effort. SWALCO approved an
programs, along with newly
agreement with CVP in August, and permitted food scrap composting
unveiled the campaign at a media
capacity at Nu-Earth in Waukegan
event held at Waste Management,
and Midwest Organics Recycling
Inc.’s recycling facility in Grayslake near Wauconda. By the end of 2012
on September 12, 2012. During the all the Lake County Jewel grocery
rest of the fall, the “Recycle First,
stores, WalMart’s, Costco’s and
Trash Last” media campaign ran via Whole Foods grocery stores were
numerous media outlets,
separately collecting food scraps for
including radio, internet, social
composting. SWALCO teamed with
media, mass mailings, and
several other entities and held a
webinars. A media toolkit was
food scrap composting workshop in
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Highland Park on October 18, 2012
that was attended by approximately
100 interested businesses and
citizens. Finally, in August, Highland
Park began a pilot residential food
scrap collection program with
approximately 100 households
signing up for the program with
Veolia, the city’s residential
hauler. Each household was
provided with a kitchen pail,
biodegradable plastic liners for the
pail and a 35 gallon collection cart.
On average each household set out
about 6 pounds per week of food
scraps.
2011 and 2012 were excellent years
for SWALCO’s electronics recycling
program and the Per Ton Rebate
program with Waste Management,
Inc. (WMI). In 2011, SWALCO
members and partners collected
1,877,378 pounds of electronics and
saw that volume increase to
3,088,242 pounds in 2012 with the
implementation of the landfill ban.
SWALCO operates the largest
e-scrap recycling program in the
State. Overall, 2011 and 2012 were
good years for recyclables markets
which translated into significant
payments to our members,
$1,133,815 in 2011 and $572,766 in
2012. SWALCO also signed an
extension with WMI for the Per Ton
Rebate program that runs through
2014.
SWALCO worked with Senator Link
in 2011 to introduce plastic bag and
film recycling legislation based on
the concept of Extended Producer
Responsibility. The bill was held
over to the 2012 legislative session
and ultimately was approved by
both the Senate and House
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before being vetoed by the
Governor. The effort to
override the veto was not
successful. SWALCO was
successful in getting HB 4986
enacted (Public Act 97-0853)
which requires the state to form
a task force to look at the issue
of state and local funding
through the landfill surcharge,
county planning efforts, and
increased material recovery
and landfill diversion.

SWALCO entered into a
groundbreaking agreement
with WMI regarding its
Countryside Landfill, with WMI
agreeing to install 24/7
monitoring devices to monitor
for hydrogen sulfide, as odors
again plagued the landfill in
2011. The agreement includes
hydrogen –sulfide emission
standards that are quite
stringent, including fines for
violating the limits. In 2011 the
Zion Landfill received approval
for a vertical expansion but is still
awaiting approval for its final
lateral expansion (both the
vertical and lateral expansions
were granted siting approval by
Zion on 2010).

In November 2012 Groot
Industries filed its notice of
intent to file a siting application
with the Village of Round Lake
Park for a proposed garbage
transfer station. If sited this
would be the first garbage
transfer station sited in Lake
County.
SWALCO held a 10 year
anniversary open house in 2012,
for its Household Chemical
Waste/Office location in
Gurnee.
And finally, among other
advancements, accomplishments
and happenings, SWALCO gladly
welcomed its’ 42nd municipal
member, Bannockburn to the
Agency.

To view or print the
Recycling Guidelines, in
English or Spanish, visit
the SWALCO website @
swalco.org.

Recycling Guidelines for Lake County
SWALCO developed a set of
recycling guidelines that serve
all of Lake County in order to
increase recycling and help with
educational efforts. Each year,
the document is reviewed and
any new developments,
changes or information related
to curbside recycling are
incorporated into the
document. Since it was created,
several new items have been
added to the acceptable list for
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curbside recycling here in our
community, including paper
cartons (such as Tetra Pak soy
and rice milk containers/chicken
broth and other), juice cartons,
paper cups, and most recently,
all hard, rigid plastics, including
children’s toys, laundry baskets
and more.
Additionally, the guidelines
clarify some of the more
frequently asked questions

such as, that lids, labels and
rings can remain on metal cans,
glass and plastic containers,. In
2012 the Agency had the guidelines translated into Spanish.
The guide is available and can
be downloaded, viewed or
printed online, in English or
Spanish, at swalco.org. We
encourage residents to print a
copy and keep on their
refrigerator or somewhere
handy and accessible.
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Public Information, Outreach and Education
One of SWALCO’s
primary directives is to do
outreach and educate the
public about the
importance of the 4Rs,
sustainable practices and
resource management.
SWALCO’s Public
Information Officer/
Education Director plans,
directs and develops a
variety of projects and
programs for the Agency,
including: school
education, Reuse-A-Shoe,
Recycle-O-Rama &
America Recycles Day
events, Compost Bin and
Rain Barrel Sales/
Education, Earth Day
celebrations, member
services, and other
community outreach and
education.
A wide variety of
information and resources
are created, published,
and the Agency
encourages anyone who is
interested to visit us
online and sign up to

receive SWALCO’s
electronic news bulletins.
An online A-Z Recyling
Guide is available on the
website at swalco.org and
continues to grow.
During 2011 and 2012,
education and assistance
was provided to
community organizations,
schools, businesses,
corporations and others in
our member communities
to help develop
“environmental teams” and
implement environmental
and/or sustainability
programs and projects.
Articles and publications
on waste, recycling and
other topics were created
and provided for various
community and member
newsletters and journals,
as well as magazines.
Presentations/talks were
given to groups on a
number of recycling and
other environmental
issues. Topics included:
Recycle First, Trash Last

efforts, Recycling at Home,
Work and Play, “Everything
You Always Wanted to
Know about SWALCO...”,
“The Importance of Buying
Recycled” “Greening Your
Business, Composting
101”, and a number of
presentations on
sustainability, recycling,
and the importance of the
Rs.
Appearances were
made on local cable TV
programs to talk about the
Agency and its programs
and initiatives. A number of
village/city special events
were attended to assist
members, providing
interesting displays,
educational information
booths and resources for
the local community.
Residents had an
opportunity to ask
questions on a variety of
environmental topics.

School Education—2011 and 2012 Highlights


In addition to
outreach and work with
community groups,
businesses, environmental
teams, municipal
leaders and other groups,
SWALCO works with local
schools, providing
educational programs,
opportunities and
resources.
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In 2011 and 2012,
18 schools, and 23
schools respectively,
participated and
earned certification in
the Earth Flag
Programs.
Schools recycled
various items
including paper,
plastic, aluminum,
inkjet cartridges, cell
phones, and other
items and participated
in the Reuse-A-Shoe
program as well as a
number of other
environmental
activities like wastefree lunches, locker
clean-outs, native plant

gardening,
composting, book
swaps and clothing
drives.

K-12 and college
efforts and initiatives.



Conducted solid waste
and environmental
workshops and
programs.



In addition to Earth
Flag schools, SWALCO
assisted other schools,
educators and parents,
providing resources
and assistance
throughout the year to
help implement
recycling programs or
other projects and
activities in the schools.



Assisted with other



Scout Troops with
efforts to earn badges
and certification.
Worked with Eagle
Scouts on their special
Projects.



Supplied further
information and
resources via
SWALCO’s E-list for
educators and others
who work with youth,
including project
ideas, curriculum
resources, grant
information and more.
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Reuse-A-Shoe
Every year across the globe
millions of shoes end up in
landfills or disposed of. With
the pursuit of sustainability in
mind, SWALCO teamed up with
Nike for the 7th & 8th years to
offer an opportunity for
community members to collect
and drop-off worn-out athletic
shoes. The collected shoes are
recycled and turned into a grind
used to make sports surfaces
like running tracks and playgrounds. Additionally, shoes of
all types were collected for reuse. All ages were involved and
shoes of all sizes and colors
filled the collection boxes.
Groups from around the county

participated, including schools,
municipalities, libraries, park
districts, small businesses, larger
corporations, Scout Troops
(Scouts can earn their
Reuse-A-Shoe Badge), churches
and others.
Over 20 tons of shoes were
collected each year. Groups
could enter contests with ecofriendly prizes. Every group who
participated was awarded a
special certificate. Anyone
interested in participating in this
fun and unique program can visit
SWALCO’s website to learn
more. Contact Merleanne
Rampale, mrampale@swalco.org
or 847-336-9340 to sign up and
join in the fun.

Special Events and Projects










Participated in and co-sponsored numerous Earth Day
Recycling and other community events and celebrations.
Acted as a resource for groups and organizations and assisted them
in planning events and launching community initiatives.
Presented and/or provided educational booths and displays at
member events including village/city celebrations, open houses,
Public Works events, environmental health and safety fairs, as well
as special festivities, summer fests & other events.
Sponsored annual Recycle-O-Rama events with hundreds of
residents from around the community dropping off a variety of
hard-to-recycle items like fire extinguishers, bikes, and more.
Wrote and published articles including “Composting 101”, “Green
Cleaning Guide and Recipes”, “Greening Your Halloween”, articles
on recycling and why we should, for Agency website, municipal and
corporate newsletters and others.
Presented programs on recycling and a variety of environmental
topics for numerous groups around the region.
Coordinated numerous activities and initiatives for Recycle First,
Trash Last campaign, including producing a video on how to recycle
in every room in your house.

Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sales
SWALCO provides compost bins
and rain barrels at reduced prices.
In 2011 the agency began
partnering with Lake County
Stormwater Management
Commission and Lake County
Forest Preserves to conduct an
annual compost bin and rain
barrel sales. In addition to
creating mulch for yards and
gardens, composting at home
SWALCO Annual Report 2011/2012

means residents dispose of less.
Utilizing rain barrels conserves
water and has many benefits.
In addition to the numerous
environmental benefits,
composting at home and using
captured rain water can also lower
utility bills. The SWALCO website
has information on composting,
compost bin and rain barrel sales,
with how-to links/resources.
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Recycling in Lake County
Recycling rates have
remained relatively stable
over the past two years,
holding just over 45%.
Recycling behaves similarly
to the economy and therefore the amount of
materials being recycled
has retracted slightly over
the last two years. In 2011
SWALCO calculated that a
total of 508,550 tons of
materials were diverted

from landfill for recycling.
In 2012 that number
dropped slightly to
504,346 tons. Some
reasons for this retreat
may be attributed to a
weak economy, changes in
consumer behavior and
light-weighting of products
by manufactures.
Recycling rates are
calculated in accordance
with the State Solid Waste

Management Planning Act
which defines the types of
materials that may be
counted in determining the
recycling rate: residentially
generated waste,
commercial and industrial
wastes (excluding
manufacturing waste
volumes), landscape waste,
and construction and
demolition debris.

31, 2014). The extension
amended the payment
calculations and allowed
for the Agency to receive
an education credit of $1
per ton when the
calculated index value was
above $5.00/ton. This
credit became effective in
2012 and will increase to
$1.50 per ton in 2013 and
2014. In 2011 thirty six
SWALCO Members
received a combined total
of $1,133,815.38 for the
44,922.15 tons of

recyclables collected from
their communities. In 2012
the volume of recyclables
directed to WMRA
decreased to 41,326.04
tons. Due to the volatility
of the recycled
commodities market the
value of the recyclables
decreased netting the
communities a combined
total of $534,928.32. The
education credit was paid
to the Agency for all but
one month netting a total
of $37,838.26.

Per Ton Payment
The Agreement
between SWALCO and
Waste Management
Recycle America (WMRA)
continues to make
recycling profitable for
participating Lake County
communities that direct
their waste service
provider to deliver
recyclables to the WMRA
facility in Grayslake. In
December of 2011 the
Agreement was extended
for an additional three
years (through December

Electronics
SWALCO’s Electronics Recycling
Program continues to show
strong growth. In 2011 a total
of 31 host collection sites
accepted residential electronics
resulting in a total of 938.7 tons
(1,877,378 pounds) of
electronics being recycled. On
January 1, 2012 the Illinois
Electronic’s Recycling and Reuse
Act landfill ban took effect.
Televisions, computers,
computer monitors, printers and
thirteen other electronic devices
can no longer be disposed of in
Illinois landfills. With the
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enactment of this law, the
SWALCO volume surged. In
2012 a total of 37 host
collection sites accepted
electronics resulting in a total of
1,544.1 tons (3,088,242 pounds)
of electronics being recycled.
This represents a nearly 40%
increase in volume over 2011.
Since the inception of the
program in 2000, a total of 11.8
million pounds have been
collected from over 150,000
participants making the
SWALCO Residential Electronics
Collection Program the

largest and longest operating
program in the State of Illinois.
The Agency maintains a contract
agreement with Sims Recycling
Solutions of West Chicago. This
agreement operates in
accordance with the State law in
that processing costs for all
electronics collected by the
Agency are funded by
electronics manufactures. The
no-cost agreement assures the
Agency and the residents of
Lake County that they don’t
need to pay to recycle their
electronics.
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Recycle First, Trash Last
In 2012, SWALCO was selected by Curbside Value Partnership to be one of its two nationwide programs for
increasing curbside recycling levels through a targeted marketing and communications effort. SWALCO
unveiled the campaign at a media event on September 12, 2012. The “Recycle First, Trash Last” media
campaign ran via numerous media outlets, including radio, internet, social media, mass mailings, and
webinars. A toolkit that members could utilize was developed, and included merchandise (t-shirts, stickers,
magnets, banners), copies of the latest Curbside Recycling Guidelines, and activities and worksheets for
youth. Visit recyclefirsttrashlast.org for resources, downloadables, and more.

Public Recycling
Data has indicated that the vast
majority of single serve beverage
containers that are consumed
away from home are not being
recycled. They are typically
disposed of in trash receptacles
located in parks, public walkways,
retail business establishment
entrances and gas stations.
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SWALCO has maintained its
support of projects to assist
members in collecting recyclable
beverage containers at public
recreation facilities, municipal
events and at gas station pumps.
In 2011-2012 SWALCO continued
to encourage recycling in public
locales and provided portable

special event recycling
collection containers for many
spring and summer community
events throughout the county,
including the County Fair.
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Household
Chemical
Waste
Management
Household
Chemical
Waste
SWALCO’s Household Chemical
Waste (HCW) Collection Program
is in its sixteenth year of
operation. Our HCW program is a
hybrid program consisting of
mobile collection events (held at
various locations throughout
Lake County) and public drop-off
events (held at our Gurnee
facility). This hybrid program
improves accessibility to
residents and provides the
opportunity to conduct HCW collections on a year-round basis.
SWALCO’s hybrid program is the
first of its kind in the State of
Illinois.

SWALCO offers
year-round
HCW collections
at the Gurnee
Facility and
mobile
collection
events at
locations around
Lake County,
from spring
to fall.

Twelve (12) Mobile events were
conducted during the 2011-2012
season. The mobile collection
events were conducted at
locations throughout the County
from April through November.
Various municipal service
centers, public works facilities,
train stations, high schools etc.
served as the site locations.

continues to grow in popularity
due to its convenience, speed of
service and year-round
operation.

Additionally, Forty-eight (48)
public drop-off events were
conducted (by appointment only)
at our Office/HCW facility
(pictured right) in Gurnee.
The Public Drop-off program

Program Overview
The intent of SWALCO’s
HCW program is to
reduce the volume and
toxicity of our municipal
waste stream. This is
accomplished by
diverting HCW from the
municipal waste stream
and sending the waste to
IEPA approved recycling,
reuse and disposal
facilities. The HCW
program is not only
important from an
environmental

perspective, it is also a
great public safety
program. Residents no
longer have to stockpile
their HCW, or pour them
down the drain because
“there is no other option”.
The HCW Program could
not function without the
support of our member
communities and the
Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA).
SWALCO maintains key
Intergovernmental

Agreements with our
members and the IEPA.
The Agreement with the
Village of Gurnee allows
us to operate the facility
under certain operational
parameters. The IEPA
agreement outlines
general operational
guidelines and provides
funding for the
management of the
wastes while naming the
IEPA as generator of the
wastes.

Left: 1) Residents can drive through
and drop off their household
chemical waste products. 2) Items
that can be brought to a HCW
collection include: household
cleaners, fluorescent lights & CFLs,
garden/lawn chemicals, insecticides,
prescriptions (people & pet), overthe-counter medicines, supplements
and more. Visit swalco.org for a
more comprehensive list of items
that are accepted.
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Supplemental Programs
SWALCO continued to provide
technical assistance to
supplemental programs that
directly benefit our HCW
Program. Those programs were
the Lake Zurich and Port
Barrington waste oil collection
programs and the new HCW
satellite collection facility
located in Lincolnshire.
The establishment and
operation of these types of
programs is important to
SWALCO as they provide the
public other outlets for the
disposal of HCW.
The Lake Zurich Oil Collection
Program continues to be a
valuable outlet for residents
wanting to recycle their used
motor oil. This program
operates year round at the LZ
Public Works Department.
Residents can place their
containers of used oil inside the
yellow collection shed. Public
Works employees then transfer
the oil from the containers into
a bulk tank awaiting pickup by
an oil recycling company.

During the 20112012 season,
3,567 barrels
(approximately
1.4 million
pounds) of
HCW were
collected from
households.
The pie chart
shows the
breakdown
of the types
of HCW
materials
collected.

Approximately 11,900 gallons of
motor oil were collected during
2011-2012 season. Since its inception in 1998, the
program has collected
approximately 85,900 gallons of
motor oil.
The Village of Port Barrington
also operates a residential
motor oil collection program.
The Program is located at its
Public Works Department and is
similar to the Lake Zurich
program. However,
appointments to drop off your
oil are required. Since becoming
operational in mid-2007
approximately 1,080 gallons of
oil have been collected.
The Lincolnshire Riverwoods
Fire Protection District now
collects HCW (on an appointment basis) at its Fire Station #
51. This HCW collection facility
is located at 115 Schelter Road,
Lincolnshire (pictured above).
SWALCO secured operational
permits from the IEPA and
provided HCW specific training
to the Fire District’s fire

fighters. The District’s fire fighters
can now safely collect HCW from
the residents served by the Fire
District. HCW collected through
this program is incorporated into
our overall HCW Program. This
program served approximately
95 residents in 2011-2012.

Household Chemical Waste Collection
Data: Program Year 2011-2012
POISONS
15%
CORROSIVE/
OXIDIZER
5%

OIL/
ANTIFREEZE
8%
FLAMMABLES
25%
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AEROSOLS
8%

ASBESTOS
1%
OTHERS
3%

PAINTS
35%

Pictured Above:
Residents can
drop off their
used
motor oil at the
yellow shed at the
Lake Zurich
Public Works
Department,
year-round.
In 2011-2012,
11,800 gallons of
oil were collected
and
recycled from
this program.
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SWALCO Staff
Walter Willis, Executive Director
Peter Adrian, Recycling Coordinator
Lorin Buchta, Office Manager
Steve Nelson, Household Chemical
Waste Engineer
Merleanne Hiett Rampale, Public
Information and Education Director
SWALCO Office and HCW Facility
in Gurnee, Illinois

Contact the Agency
The Agency is located at 1311 N. Estes in Gurnee, Illinois. For more information
about SWALCO’s programs and services, please visit us online or call the SWALCO
office at 847-336-9340.
Visit us at swalco.org or visit recyclefirsttrashlast.org for:
 Recycling news, information and resources.



Upcoming collections and events.
Online A-Z Recycling Guide.



Lake County, IL Curbside Recycling Guidelines and information on
Recycling, Waste Reduction & Resource Recovery.



Information & articles on how to live a more sustainable life.
E-List Sign-up: You can sign up for our general E-list service announcements to
receive occasional, news and information on upcoming events, and
programs along with related information.





Educators, Scout leaders, youth leaders and others can sign up for a
separate E-list service for occasional information and announcements
specifically for them.
Photos: Page 4 from top: Waukegan and North Chicago students learn about recycling and earth’s natural resources; Students at Rockland School
on Eco-Night; SWALCO attended Village of Wauconda’s Public Works Open House; Merleanne Rampale from SWALCO presents Partners in
Conservation Award to Lake County Forest Preserves staff Lynn Hepler, Jan Ward and Allison Frederick—SWALCO also presented the award to
Lake County Stormwater Management Commission; Stevenson High School students and teachers proudly displaying their Earth Flag!;
Page 5 from top: Zion-Benton Public Library staff throw the last shoe onto the pile before the big Round-up; Students at Beach Elementary
participated in Reuse-A-Shoe & are making a difference; Bike Project ready to take off with their many bikes collected at SWALCO’s annual
Recycle-O-Rama event— bikes are donated to local families and children. Rain Barrel and Compost bin education and display at the May Sale at
Independence Grove Forest Preserve.; Pete Adrian and Walter Willis with barrels ready for pick-up!; Page 7 top: Little Recycler—never too young!;
Mayor Norris and Preservation Council member Louise Simonson from Riverwoods, with SWALCO Education Director at community event,
promoting Recycle First, Trash Last; Ryan and Max—”stars” of a SWALCO video on recycling, will show you how to “Recycle in Every Room in the
House” - check it out on You Tube! Page 7 bottom: Electronics collected at one of the many sites—SWALCO operates the largest electronics
recycling collection program in the State of Illinois; Electronics were one of the many hard-to-recycle items residents brought to Recycle-O-Rama;
SWALCO supplies recycling collection containers to members for community events .

